
CHAPTER 57 

BOW HUNTING OF DEER 

57.01  Definitions 57.03  Hunting 

57.02  Bow Hunting Allowed Within City Limits  

57.01    DEFINITIONS.  For use of this chapter, the following terms are defined: 

1. “Arrow” shall be limited as to the arrows allowed by the Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR), except a hunter with a disability may qualify under DNR guidelines to use an 

alternative propelled device. 

2. “Bow” shall be limited as to the bows allowed by the Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR), except a hunter with a disability may qualify under DNR guidelines to use an 

alternative bow. 

3. “Elevated stand” means at a height of at least ten (10) vertical feet off the ground in a 

manufactured tree stand with an approved safety harness to ensure that the hunter’s body is not in 

contact with the ground and to ensure a downward thrust of the arrow released by bow hunting, 

except a hunter with a disability may qualify under DNR guidelines to use an alternative to the 

elevated stand.  Stands must be tagged to identify the owner; no screw-in steps are to be used. 

4. “License” means a State hunting license issued by the DNR.  

5. “Usable portion” means any part of a deer that is customarily processed for consumption. 

57.02    BOW HUNTING ALLOWED WITHIN CITY LIMITS.   

1. Bow hunting shall be allowed within the following described portions of the City limits 

of the City of Jefferson: 

A. That part of the SW¼ of Section 17, Township 83 North, Range 30 West of the 

5
th
 P.M., located south of the Jefferson-Scranton Community School District property, 

east of Elm Street, north of 250
th
 Street, and west of the Raccoon River Valley Bike Trail. 

B. That part of the S½ SW¼ of Section 12, Township 83 North, Range 30 West of 

the 5
th
 P.M., located south of the abandoned right-of-way of the Chicago and 

Northwestern Railway Company, east of Linwood Avenue, north of Westwood Drive, 

and west of the west line of Briarwood Subdivision in Jefferson. 

C. Lot 1, except Parcel A of said Lot 1, of the Southwest Quarter of the Southeast 

Quarter (SW¼ SE¼) of Section 12, Township 83 North, Range 31 West of the 5
th
 P.M., 

in Greene County, Iowa; 



Lot 6, except Parcel A of said Lot 6, Lot 7, and Lot 4, except Lot 2 and all of Riverview 

Addition and Parcel A of said Lot 4, all in the Southwest Quarter of the Southeast 

Quarter (SW¼ SE¼) of Section 12, Township 83 North, Range 31 West of the 5
th
 P.M., 

in Greene County, Iowa; and 

Lot 2, except Parcel A of said Lot 2, in the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter 

(SE¼ SE¼) of Section 12, Township 83 North, Range 31 West of the 5
th
 P.M., in Greene 

County, Iowa. 

D. Lots 3, 4, 5, 6, and Lot A of Lot 7, all in Hillcrest Estates, a subdivision in 

Jefferson, Greene County, Iowa. 

(Ord. 573 – Oct. 16 Supp.) 

2. The dates for the City’s season for bow hunting of deer will be concurrent with the State 

of Iowa’s legal bow season.   

3. The hunting distance separation requirements shall be: 

A. A hunter cannot hunt within 200 feet (66.6 yards) from a home or building. 

(1)   Except when hunting on their own property while adhering to the distance 

requirement from a home or building of adjoining property owners. 

(2)   Except when a property owner waives the distance requirement. 

B. A hunter cannot position or use an elevated stand within 100 feet (33.3 yards) 

from a bike or recreation trail, street, alley or river, and no shot shall be taken that may 

cross or enter into the same. 

C. All shots of an arrow shall be from an elevated stand, shall be on a downward 

thrust no further than 75 feet (25 yards), and the hunter shall attempt to retrieve every 

arrow. 

4. No person shall pursue, hunt, kill, snare, net, trap, search for, shoot at, stalk or lie in wait 

for any animal with a bow and arrow, except as provided in this chapter. 

57.03    HUNTING.   

1. Hunters with the license for the bow hunting of deer shall meet the requirements 

established by the DNR. 

2. Each hunter must carry on his or her person when hunting: 

A. A license for bow hunting for deer from the DNR; and 

B. The written permission to bow hunt on the private property from the property 

owner or property manager.  



3. Hunters shall not leave a usable portion of the deer in the field.  Hunters shall not dispose 

of any animal part on any public property, including road-side ditches.  In the case of private 

property, viscera and other offal shall be disposed of in a manner that is acceptable to the property 

owner and in a location that is not visible from adjoining public or private property. 

(Ch. 57 - Ord. 520 – June 11 Supp.) 



 


